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ASIAN AUTUMN: LATER KOREAN ART 
September 22, 1992 - January 3, 1993 

Los Angeles art collector Robert Moore is lending 18th- and 19th-century works from his 
renowned collection of Korean art to the Museum for this year’s annual "Asian Autumn" exhibition. 
Works from the Museum collection complete the show, which focuses on ancestral and folk images in 
paintings, and a rich sampling of sculpture, ceramics, lacquerware, and metalwork of the later Choson 
period (1392-1910). Asian Autumn: Later Korean Art will be on view at the Museum from 
September 22, 1992, through January 3, 1993. 

The arts of "The Land of the Morning Calm" enjoyed a revival in the 18th century, during the 
slow recovery of the Korean economy, culture, and scholarship following devastating Japanese and 
Manchu invasions in the late 16th and 17th centuries. Public access to artisans’ goods encouraged them 
to produce-and their clients to demand-more objects for everyday use. Frequently imprinted with the 
religious imagery of Buddhism, Daoism, or the native shamanism, Korea’s folk art of the 18th, 19th, 
and early 20th centuries are sometimes humorous, and always engaging, direct, and distinctive in East 
Asian art. 

Most of the Museum works chosen for this show have been acquired in the past decade, as the 
Museum has actively strengthened its holdings of Korean art. A recently acquired lacquer scroll box 
with dragon and phoenix designs in carefully selected and inlaid mother-of-pearl and brass wire 
epitomizes refined imperial taste. Among works lent from Mr. Moore’s collection are an ancestor 
portrait in ink and color on a hanging scroll; a silk purse with a painted tiger signifying a military 
official’s rank; and a cooking pot crafted from carved, polished stone. These examples and the other 
roughly fifty works on view attest to the Korean artists* command of demanding techniques, no matter 
the medium or how regal or humble the subject matter. Different paintings will be on view each month. 
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Numerous free public programs have been planned to complement the exhibition. Laurel Kendall, 
associate curator, Asian Ethnographic Collections, The American Museum of Natural History, New York, will 
lecture on The Initiation of a Korean Shaman, using rare video footage, on Sunday, October 11, at 2:30. 
Exhibition organizer Michael R. Cunningham, the Museum’s chief curator of Asian art, will lecture on Later 
Korean Art on Sunday, December 13, at 2:30. Curator of adult programs Marjorie Williams will give gallery 
talks in the exhibition on Wednesday, October 7, and Sunday, October 11, at 1:30, and on Korean Folk and 
Court Arts on Thursday, October 8, at 2:30, as part of the informal "Eye of the Beholder” gallery series. 

The Museum will present a unique opportunity to devote a day to Koreans Traditional Arts on Saturday, 
November 7~visitors may enjoy the special exhibition, learn about current developments in Korean archaeology, 
and experience traditional Korean music and dance: 

• Gallery Tour, Asian Autumn: Later Korean Art, 11:15-12:00 

• Art Film, White Porcelain of the Yi Dynasty, 12:30-1:00 

• Lecture, Korean Archaeology, Myong-Lyong Choi, professor, department of archaeology and art history, 
Seoul National University, Korea, 1:30 

• Performance, Korean Dance and Music, Yu-rim Jin, dancer. Winner of the Grand Prize in the Second 
Seoul Traditional Music Grand Competition, 1991; flute (taegeum) and string instrument (komungo) 
played by Jang-hyun Won, Senior Musician, Folk Music Orchestra of Korean Traditional Performing 
Arts Center, Seoul, and Yun-jong Huh, Seoul Metropolitan Korean Music Orchestra, 3:00 

"Family Express”-the Museum’s popular drop-in art activities for families-will feature Korean art on 

Sunday, September 2, with a printing workshop, and on Sunday, October 18, with an ink painting workshop 

(3:00-4:30). The videotape Shamanism in Korea will be shown continuously throughout the exhibition. A newly 

released video, Korean Ongii Potter, produced by the Smithsonian Institution, may be viewed on Saturdays and 

Sundays during October and November. A variety of additional art films and videos have been scheduled to 

accompany Asian Autumn: Later Korean Art, 


♦ 

Also included in the many events scheduled for this year’s "Asian Autumn" celebration is a special 
series of three lectures: "Glimpses of China in Art and Literature." 

• October 9 Part I: New Life for Old Forms: Ancient Chinese Designs and Ornamental Art, J. Keith 
Wilson, associate curator of Chinese art. The Cleveland Museum of Art 

• October 16 Part II: Chinese Landscape Poetry, Indira S. Satyendra, assistant professor of Chinese, 

East Asian Studies Program, Oberlin College 

■ October 23 Part III: Suzhou and the Art of the Chinese Garden, Robert E. Harrist, Jr., assistant 
professor of art and East Asian studies, Oberlin College 

All three take place at 1:(X). A $25 registration fee is required for the series; to register, call 421-7340, ext. 462. 

# # # 


The Saturday, November 7, lecture and performance are made possible by the Korea Foundation, Seoul, Korea. 



